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- PROGRAM -
          Emcee | Lillian Son

Procession of Scholarship Recipients

National Anthems
American and Korean National Anthems

Welcoming Remarks
Tae Jin Kwon | President of Northeastern Regional Chapter

Congratulatory Message
Frank N. Lee | KASF National Board Chairman

Korean Traditional Music and Dance
Yoon Sook Park & Yusun Kang

 - DINNER -

Student Music Performance: Flute
Gie Su Ahn | Rutgers University

Rev. Paul KwangHee Ree

Keynote Speech
Charles Yoon 

President of Korean American Association of Greater New York

Scholarship Presentation
Donors & Recipients

Scholarship Recipient Speech
Jung-Hoon Kim | Northeastern University

Closing Remarks
Bok Lim Choi | Co-Chair of Banquet Committee

Good evening and thank you for joining us tonight.  As your Mistress of Ceremonies, I have 
the pleasure of guiding you through tonight’s KASF Northeastern Regional Chapter’s 
Annual Scholarship Awards Banquet, as I have done since 2002. I have admittedly lost 
count of the number of times I have been the MC for this important night.  

However, every August since 2002, my father, the second president of the KASF NERC, 
Kun Jae Won, would ask if I could MC the awards banquet again that September. He knew 
I could not say no, especially because he would often ask during his own birthday dinner! 
The chapter board welcomed me like a daughter and minus a few years here and there, I 
would show up on the night of each awards banquet to make my own contribution to this 
incredible organization. When my father passed away in 2015, I promised the chapter 
that I would be their “Forever MC” until the day they ask me to stop. I know that my father 
is watching us from above tonight and every year, as we honor the many hard-working, 
deserving students and their generous scholarship donors. It is an honor to carry out my 
father’s KASF legacy in my own little way. 

Thank you and I hope you enjoy tonight’s program!

We, Board of directors,

congratulate and Welcome

You all the recipients

Board of Directors
Northeastern Regional Chapter

Bok Lim Choi Baik Hyun Kang

Christine Kang

Sungsu John Kang

Chanwoo Lee

Hyun Joo Lee

Jay Lee

Si Wha Lee

Hyun Jong Nam

Kyung Sook Won

Estehr G. Lee

James Lee

Joann Lee

Adrienne Lee

Kyung Hee Diana Park

Helen Hye-Ja Yoon

Tae Jin Kwon

David Kang

MC with her father
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Jason Kang

Suzanne Kim

Diana Choi

Jamie Kim

Stephanie Lee

Christine Kang

Jennifer Kim

Amanda Milazzo
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President’s Message

Memory of the First Banquet

Our scholarship banquet is an annual event and it is the 19th year this year. The banquet is to 
celebrate the achievement of the scholarship recipient students and to show our gratitude to the 
generous donors and selfless volunteers. Students, donors and volunteers are the three most 
valuable assets for the existence of our organization, and without them this banquet will not be 
required. Thank you donors, thank you volunteers, thank you student recipients!

This Northeastern Regional Chapter of the Korean American Scholarship Foundation was 
inaugurated in Flushing, New York on July 9, 2001 and the first scholarship award banquet 
was scheduled on November 17.  On September 11, the terrorists attacked the Twin Towers in 
Manhattan, killing 2,606 people, including a dozen Korean Americans. This national catastrophe 
took place 2 months and 8 days after the chapter inauguration. The nation was mourning for the 
loss of the victims and searching for soul for solace.  

Some members of the Board of Directors suggested that the scholarship award plan should be 
cancelled, arguing that the board had no time enough to raise fund and to prepare for the banquet. 
However, after discussion the board unanimously decided to continue the schedule. The board 
had the consensus that students had been facing more difficult time to get financial aid after 
the 9/11. It was also decided that all directors be responsible for one unit of scholarship. We 
requested the National Board for financial support and it gladly promised to support us with some 
fund for scholarships. The Korean news media cooperated friendly in reporting our cause and the 
scholarship award. In order to learn the process of evaluating application for scholarship I drove 
to Washington DC to participate at the evaluation process of Eastern Regional Chapter. Then, 
Vice President Mr. Kun Jae Won and I flew to Atlanta to attend the banquet of Southern Regional 
Chapter. 

The grand ballroom of LaGuardia Marriot Hotel in Queens, NY was packed with 300 students, their 
families, donors, sponsors, volunteers and guests. A total of $38,600 was awarded to 31 college 
students and 2 high school students. Three board directors had donated $45,000, $15,000 each, 
for permanent scholarship endowment fund. (Dr. Tai Young Yoo, advisor to Kyobo Life Insurance 
Company in Korea, attended the banquet while he was visiting NY from Korea and helped the 
company donate $200,000 for the permanent scholarship endowment in 2002 which is the largest 
single corporate donation to the foundation. Soon after the banquet the two families of the 9/11 
victims joined our chapter and have tremendously contributed to the finance of this regional 
chapter and the foundation. Pamela Chu Memorial Foundation has donated $200,000 for the 
permanent scholarship endowment since 2005 and Andrew Jay-Hoon Kim Memorial Foundation 
has been donating $10,000 every year since 2002.)

The number of our scholarship beneficiary has steadily increased since 2001. This year 72 college 
students and 4 high school students will be awarded the scholarship with $160,000. The spirit and 
passion shown at the first awarding banquet on November 17, 2001 continue to stay with us. Sadly 
recently we lost the two most cherished and dedicated directors, Messrs. Kun Jae Won and Yong 
Chan Lee who were the leading figures for the birth and growth of the chapter. Thanks to each and 
every one of you here tonight, we have been moving forward. 

Thank you again. May God bless you! 

Tae Jin Kwon
President, Northeastern Regional Chapter
Korean American Scholarship Foundation
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Chairman’s Message

On behalf of the Korean American Scholarship Foundation National Board of Directors, tonight I 
would like to congratulate all of our scholarship award recipients.  I would also like to congratulate 
the South Regional Chapter, its Presidents, officers, board members, donors, volunteers, and 
sponsors who made this Awards Ceremony a resounding success.

As we celebrate KASF’s 50th year in existence, let me quote one of the founding members:

When KASF was formed 50 years ago, there were very few Korean-Americans living in the United 
States. Initially, KASF assisted Korean students studying at American undergraduate and graduate 
programs. As time went on, more Koreans emigrated to the US with their families, became 
permanent residents, and eventually US citizens. As a result, there was an explosion of 1st, 1.5 
and 2nd generation Korean-Americans attending colleges in the 1980’s.  

In 1985, KASF became a national organization when it established the Western Regional Chapter 
with an office in Los Angeles, California. Now we have seven Regional Chapters with offices in 
Vienna, Los Angeles, Atlanta, New York City, Chicago, Houston and Denver.  

As of today, KASF has raised over $4M for its chair scholarship endowment fund. The investment 
returns from the endowment fund and our annual regional fundraisers have permitted KASF 
to award $450,000 to 250 students in 2018.  In total, KASF has awarded over $10M dollars in 
scholarships to over 6,500 students across the United States. The primary mission of KASF’s is to 
solicit, evaluate, select and award scholarships in the range of $500 - $5,000 to qualified students 
based on their financial need, academic achievement, and a desire to serve the Korean-American 
community in the future. In July 2019, KASF hired its first paid, full time Executive Director, Ms. Eun 
Jeong Lee, Ph.D. 

To the officers, board members, donors, volunteers, and sponsors of SRC: 
KASF congratulates your service of organizing fundraising events such as golf tournaments and 
concerts; creating social mixers to encourage younger people to get involved with KASF, and being 
in attendance at this Award Banquet to recognize the scholarship students.

To the students: 
You are truly both the present and future of the Korean-American presence in this country.  KASF 
is proud to partner with you as you strive to create a world where you and your peers can thrive in 
your respective fields.  Keep up the great work and one day when you are able, please help another 
student achieve his or her dreams.

To everyone: 
I truly believe the torch that was lit in 1969 by the visionary founders of KASF will continue to be 
carried by us for the betterment of the students we are honoring tonight and the students in the 
years to come.

Thank you again for all your support and we look forward to seeing you again next year.

Frank N. Lee
Chairman, National Board of Directors
Korean American Scholarship Foundation

"On December 5, 1968, the Korean Students Association of Washington, D.C. held a fund-
raising concert and raised $325.00 in order to establish a scholarship foundation for 
struggling Korean students in America… From that humble amount of money was the seed 
which was planted and grew to become the Korean American Scholarship Foundation."
(excerpt from the book “KASF 40 Years”)

Keynote Speaker

Charles Yoon
President

The Korean American Association of Greater New York

Charles Yoon is a seasoned litigation attorney with 30 years of experience in 
domestic and international litigation and arbitration. Upon graduating from 
Columbia Law School in 1989, he joined Reid & Priest LLP and started his legal 
career. Fluent in Korean, he serviced both U.S. institutional clients as well as 
Korea-based conglomerates in numerous legal disputes. He investigated bank 
directors, law firms and accounting firms stemming from the failure of U.S. banks 
in the late 1980’s and 1990’s. His experience includes prosecuting a law firm for 
legal malpractice resulting in a $24 million payment and serving as an arbitrator 
on a $100 million International Chamber of Commerce arbitration in London. 
He prosecuted numerous breach of contract and tort claims and successfully 
defended numerous cases brought against Korea-based conglomerates and 
their U.S. subsidiaries. He became a litigation partner at Thelen Reid &Priest 
LLP, a 400 plus attorney law firm. In 2007, he founded Yoon & Kim LLP which, 
in 2016, won the law firm of the year award from the National Asian Pacific Bar 
Association.  

Charles has been actively involved in Korean American community activities. 
In 2000, he was one of the founding directors of the Korean American 
League for Civic Action, Inc.(“KALCA”). As Chair of KALCA, which eventually 
merged with the Council of Korean Americans(“CKA”), Charles oversaw the 
development of the College Internship Program wherein college students 
were placed in a public service internship of their choice during the summer 
and received leadership training as well as a stipend to subsidize their summer 
living expenses. After the merger, Charles serves as a director of CKA and has 
served for two terms as CKA’s Summit and Gala co-chair. Charles is a two term 
past president of the Korean American Lawyers Association of Greater New 
York(“KALAGNY”). As president of KALAGNY, he helped usher in the next 
generation of leadership within the Korean American legal community. He also 
encouraged the participation of Korean American lawyers in Korean American 
community activities by having KALAGNY join the Korean American Business 
Leaders Council of Greater New York.  Charles is also served as a president 
of the International Association of Korean Lawyers(“IAKL”) and helped bring 
about a greater understanding of the U.S. legal system to Korean lawyers.

After having served as a senior vice president and chairman of the board of 
directors of the Korean American Association of Greater New York (“KAAGNY”), 
on May 1, 2019, Charles was sworn in as the 36th President of KAAGNY. 
KAAGNY, which was established in 1960, is both an umbrella as well as a grass-
roots organization which serves the Korean American community in the greater 
New York area. KAAGNY is committed to improving and elevating the status 
of the Korean American community politically, economically, socially, and 
culturally while acting as a steward of Korean heritage and identity.  His lead 
agenda item as President of KAAGNY is to bring about a partnership between 
different generations of Korean Americans to help the Korean American 
community realize its full potential.  
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Yusun Kang
Master Dancer 

She is a Korean traditional dancer, choreographer and an 
art director of Korean Traditional Music and Dance Center 
in NY. She studied under Jo Lim Yi and mastered Seung Mu 
and Salp’uri, which represents the highest level of traditional 
Korean dance, both of which have been designated as 
intangible cultural assets of Korea. Kang won the first place at 
the 2002 Korean Traditional Music and Dance Competition in 
New York and the 2003 Namwon Chunhyang Competition in 
Korea, and won the 3rd Place at the 2003 Junju Dae Sa Seup 
Nori, one of the highest national performing art competition 
in Korea. She has performed dancing all over the states 
and internationally at numerous places such as theatres, 
colleges, festivals, parades throughout the states, Asia, and 
South America. She came to NY from Korea at her teens with 
family. After 2 years majoring piano in Manhattan School of 
Music, she transferred to Queens College to study dance. She 
earned BA for dance at the college and she also earned MA 
for dance education in Joongang University in Seoul.

Student Music PerformanceKorean Traditional Music & Dance

The Gayagum is musical instrument from 
the Korean peninsula. It is a zither made of 
12 silk strings and a combination of wood 
materials. The Gayagum was created in 
the 6th century C.E.  in the southern part 
of the Korean Peninsula then known as 
Kingdom Gaya. The Gayagum is the most 
prominent Korean musical instrument 
in the traditional musical repertoire. The 
style of the Sanjo is influenced by the 
four seasons of the year and the various 
rhythmic patterns of the traditional 
musical repertoire. 

"How Great Thou Art" is a Christian hymn based on a Swedish traditional melody and a poem 
written by Carl Boberg (1859–1940) in Mönsterås, Sweden, in 1885. It was translated into 
German and then into Russian. It was translated into English from the Russian by English 
missionary Stuart K. Hine, who also added two original verses of his own. It was popularized 
by George Beverly Shea and Cliff Barrows during the Billy Graham crusades. It was voted the 
United Kingdom's favorite hymn by BBC's Songs of Praise. "How Great Thou Art" was ranked 
second (after "Amazing Grace") on a list of the favorite Inspiration.

Carl Boberg and some friends were returning home to Mönsterås from Kronobäck, where 
they had participated in an afternoon service. Presently a thundercloud appeared on the 
horizon, and soon lightning flashed across the sky. Strong winds swept over the meadows 
and billowing fields of grain. The thunder pealed in loud claps. Then rain came in cool fresh 
showers. In a little while the storm was over, and a rainbow appeared. When Boberg arrived 
home, he opened the window and saw the bay of Mönsterås like a mirror before him. From 
the woods on the other side of the bay, he heard the song of a thrush… the church bells were 
tolling in the quiet evening. It was this series of sights, sounds, and experiences that inspired 
the writing of the song.

Gie Su Ahn
Flautist, Rutgers University

Gie Su Ahn is currently a fourth year Music Education student attending Mason Gross School 
of the Arts (MGSA) at Rutgers University – New Brunswick. She first started playing piano 
at the age of six and started flute in third grade. A graduate of River Dell High School in 
Oradell, New Jersey, she has been part of the school’s concert bands, select choir and 
concert choir, jazz bands, and pit orchestras. As a high school student, she has participated 
in many auditioned ensembles including the Bergen County Bands, the North Jersey Region 
I Bands and Orchestras, and the New Jersey All State Band. From fourth grade until her high 
school graduation, she has been an active member of the Bergen Youth Orchestras starting 
as a member in the Philharmonic Orchestra and moving up as the principal flautist in the 
Symphony Orchestra during her last four years as a member. 

As a student at MGSA, she has been a part of the Rutgers Symphony Band, the Rutgers 
Symphonic Winds, and the Rutgers SinFonia Orchestra. In college, she is an active member 
of her church, Crossway Fellowship in East Brunswick, NJ, serving in the worship team and 
audio/visual team. Besides all the musical extracurricular activities, Gie Su enjoys working 
with students and teaching them – she has recently finished teaching students going into 
first grade up to eighth grade at a local summer camp and has served as an assistant/
health director at a sports academy. In the upcoming school semester, she will be part-time 
student teaching in Ridgewood High School, will be attending classes at Rutgers, and will be 
preparing for her senior recital. She lives with her family; her mom, dad, and older sister in 
Bergen County, NJ.

Rev. Paul KwangHee Ree
Piano Accompanist

Born in South Korea, he studied music composition in 
Kyunghee University in Seoul for 3 years from 1974 and 
studied composition at University of Berlin from 1974 and 
obtained Artist Diploma in 1976 at the university. He obtained 
MA in divinity and D. Ministry in Faith Theological Seminary. 
He has been serving Hallelujah Church of New York as pastor 
since 1990.

Yoon Sook Park
Singer & Gayagum 

Player

 2. Hwa-Sun Mu (화선무)

 1. Gayagum Sanjo and Byung Chang
      (가야금 산조와 병창)

How Great Thou Art  (O, Lord my God! When I in Awesome Wonder)

Hwa-Sun Mu is an impromptu dance that 
was choreographed based on traditional 
Korean dance movements and arranged 
to a loose melody. The dance was named 
after the two words “Hwa”(flower) and 
“Sun”(fan), which was created by the 
late master dancer Jo Lim Yi in 1978 by 
incorporating traditional dance movements. 

Her name is synonymous with Korean traditional arts 
in New York City and she is the founder of Korean 
Traditional Music and Dance Center 30 years ago. 
Back in Korea, she studied and played Kayagum, 
Pansori(Korean opera) and dance with many of 
Korea’s leading artists. Ms. Park has won numerous 
awards and performed in over 1,800 concerts all over 
Asia and the U.S.A. She performed her solo recital 
at Carnegie Weill Recital Hall in 2004, and Lincoln 
Center in 2006. ovements based upon rhythmic 
cycles comprise the Sanjo. (She also earned a U.S. 
presidential award for the traditional art.)
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Korean American Scholarship Foundation(KASF)
KASF is a volunteer-managed nonprofit organization that was established in 1969 to help meet 
the financial needs of Korean American students seeking higher education. KASF, with national 
headquarters in Washington D.C., has 7 regional chapters in Washington D.C., New York, Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Atlanta, Houston, and Denver. Each region operates semi-autonomously with 
oversight from the national Board, and each regional chapter is responsible for organizing a variety 
of fundraising events and activities. In order to preserve funds for the generations to come, KASF 
has an endowment fund that is generated through fundraising events and establishment of Chair 
Scholarships by individuals and corporate sponsors. As of July 2019, KASF has over $4 million in 
its endowment portfolio. 
(Please visit www.kasf.org for more information.)

Northeastern Regional Chapter(NERC)
The Northeastern regional chapter was established on September 9 2001 in Flushing, New York 
City, and it covers schools in eight states: NY, NJ, CT, MA, RI, VT, NH, and ME. It has been the 
chapter which offers the largest number of students with the largest amount of the scholarship 
among all chapters for last few years. The Chapter has provided over $2 million in scholarships and 
benefited over 1,100 students. In 2019, 74 college students will be awarded $2,000-2,500 each 
and 4 high school students $500.

Scholarship Qualifications
Students of Korean heritage by blood currently enrolled or to be enrolled during the scholarship year 
in a full-time U.S.-based undergraduate or graduate program may apply for a KASF scholarship. 
Most of the scholarship goes to U.S. citizen and legal residents, but undocumented students and 
Korean international students are also awarded the scholarship. KASF selects its scholarship 
recipients on the basis of financial need, academic achievement, essay, recommendation, school 
activities and community service. (Each applicant must submit an application to the KASF regional 
chapter where the applicant’s school is located.)

Type of Scholarships

Chair Scholarships
Chair scholarships are established through a one-time donation of $25,000 or more by individuals 
and corporations. The scholarship is a permanent one and it is awarded  in the name of the donor 
every year. An annual $1,000 scholarship is awarded to a student, and a donor can request a 
specific academic major for the scholarship. Most of regional chapters award $2,000 -2,500 to 
each student and donation of $50,000 is required in order to get $2,000 scholarship.

Designated Scholarships
Designated Scholarships are established to award students in specific fields. The contribution can 
be made either as a one-time gift or on a continuous basis. Each student receives $2,000 or more 
depending on the donated amount. One or more donations for designated scholarships may be 
combined to create a $2,000 scholarship.

General Scholarships
General Scholarships are provided by the fund generated from various fundraising activities and/or 
other donations received. They are made available to students in various academic fields, degrees, 
and schools. Each student receives $2,000 or more, depending on the availability of funds.

High School Achievement Award 
Rising high school juniors and seniors are eligible to apply for the High School Achievement Award. 
Selection is based on academic achievement, community service, talent, and leadership. The 
Northeastern Regional Chapter is one of the few regions that provide high school achievement 
awards, and each selected high school student receives $500.  4 students were awarded the 
scholarship in 2019.

About KASF

한미장학재단 (Korean American Scholarship Foundation)
한미장학재단은 1969년 워싱턴 D.C.에서 대학생들에게 학비를 지원하기 위해 탄생한 비영리기관으로, 1985년 로스엔젤레스에 
서부지부가 출범함으로써 전국적인 조직으로 확대되었다. 이후 1991년 애틀랜타에 남부지부, 1993년 시카고에 중서부지부, 2001
년 뉴욕에 동북부지부, 2012년 휴스턴에 서남부지부, 그리고 2018년 덴버에 마운틴스테이트지부 장학회가 탄생하여 전국적으로 7개 
지역에 장학회를 두고 미주 전역의 학생들을 대상으로 장학금을 수여해오고 있다. 현재 각 지역 장학회는 본부의 관할 하에 자치적으로 
운영되고 있으며,  장학재단의 영구장학금 적립 금액은 2019년 7월 기준 400만 달러를 돌파했고, 지난 50년간 장학금의 수혜를 받은 
총 학생 수는 약 7,000여명에 이르게 되었다. 대부분의 비영리단체들이 운영에 많은 비용을 지출하고 있어 기부금이 유효하게 사용되지 
않는 것과 달리, 한미 장학재단은 관계된 모든 사람과 활동이 무보수 자발적인 봉사로 이뤄지기 때문에 기부금이 100% 장학금으로 
사용되고 있는 것이 특징이다. 
(자세한 내용은 www.kasf.org에 문의)

동북부지부 (Northeastern Regional Chapter)
동북부지부는 2001년 7월 9일 뉴욕 퀸즈 플러싱에서 창립 기념식을 갖고 출범했다. 뉴욕을 중심으로 뉴저지, 코네티컷, 메사추세츠, 
로드 아일랜드, 뉴햄프셔, 버몬트, 메인 등 동북부 8개주 대학에 재학 중인 학생들에게 장학금을 수여해오고 있다. 올해 2019년 장학금 
수여 만찬 행사는 역대 19번째로 열리는 연례행사로 72명의 대학생에게 $2,000-2,500과 4명의 고등학생에게 $500씩 총 $160,000
의 장학금이 지급되었다. 동북부지부는 창립 이후 총 110만달러를 재단의 영구장학금으로 투입하여 약 1,100여명에게 200만달러의 
장학금을 수여하는데 기여해오고 있다.

장학금 수혜 자격(Scholarship Qualifications)
장학금 수혜자격으로는 한인 혈통을 지닌 학생(대학, 대학원생)으로 동북부지부의 경우 동북부 8개 주에 있는 학교에 재학 중인 
정규과정(Full-time) 학생으로 학업이 우수하고 재정적 도움이 필요한 모든 학생에게 해당된다. 한인 혈통은 순수 한인 혈통 뿐만이 
아니라 한인 혈통이 미미한 혼혈까지 모두 해당된다. 동북부 지역의 경우 수혜자의 법적 지위와 신분에 관계없이 불법 체류자와 
유학생에게도 장학금이 지급되고 있는데, 현재 미국 시민권자와 영주권자가 대다수를 차지하고 있으며 매년 1-2명의 한국전쟁 
참전용사 자손들에게도 혈통과 관계없이 특별 장학금을 수여하고 있다. 심사기준은 재정적 필요 여부와 학업성취도가 가장 중요하며 
논문, 추천서, 과외 활동 등도 심사에 포함된다.

장학금 종류(Type of Scholarships)

영구 장학금 (Chair Scholarship)
개인이나 단체가 일시에 $25,000 이상을 기부함으로써 영구적으로 적립되며 기부자가 지정한 이름으로 매년 지급되는 장학금이다. 이 
장학금은 영구적인 것이며 기부자의 명의로 장학금이 지급되기 때문에 개인이나 단체에 큰 명예가 될 수 있다. 특히 개별 장학재단을 
설립하려는 경우 본 재단에 영구장학금 계좌를 설치하면 장학재단에서 그 자금을 전문적으로 관리, 운영할 뿐더러 장학생 선발과정을 
전담하기 때문에 별도의 수고와 경비를 들이지 않고도 운영할 수 있는 이점이 있다. $25,000을 기부하는 경우 매년 $1,000의 
장학금을 학생에게 지급하게 되며 $50,000을 증여할 경우 현재 한 학생당 $2,000-2,500의 장학금이 지급되고 있는 것을 감안하면 
한번에 $2,000의 장학금을 지급할 수 있다. 

지정 장학금 (Designated Scholarship)
기부자가 지정하는 특정 장학금으로 1회용 장학금으로 $2,000-2,500를 기증하면 한 학생에게 기증자의 이름으로 장학금이 지급되며, 
기증자는 특정분야에서 수학하는 학생을 선정할 수 있다.

일반 장학금 (General Scholarship)
특정 분야를 지정하지 않고 각 지역 장학회에서 선발하는 학생에게 지급되는 장학금으로, $100 이상 기증하는 여러 사람의 기금이 
모여 학생 당 $2,000 이상의 장학금이 지급된다. 이렇게 소액의 기금이 모여 다수의 학생들에게 수여되고 있는 형태가 한미장학재단 
장학금의 특징이라고 할 수 있다.

고등학생 장학금(High School Achievement Award)
고등학교 2-3학년 (4년제 경우 3-4학년) 재학생 중에 성적이 우수하며 봉사정신이 강한 학생에게 주어지는 장학금으로, 장학생으로서 
자부심을 심어주고 대학입학 전형에 도움을 주고자 만들어졌다. 동북부지부의 경우 매년 2-3명 정도의 고등학생이 혜택을 받고 있으며, 
올해 2019년에는 4명에게 각각 $500의 장학금이 지급되었다.

한미장학재단



12 13

2001 Patriot Hak Soo Park Memorial Chair Scholarship

Joann Lee & Chong Suk Lee Chair Scholarship

Tae Jin Kwon & Min Ok Kwon Chair Scholarship

Kyobo Life Chair Scholarship

LG Electronics Chair Scholarship

Rev. Stephan Sungbo Kang Memorial Chair Scholarship

Byungkuk Lee & Hea Suk Lee Chair Scholarship

Jay Lee & Gus Lippman Chair Scholarship

LG Electronics Chair Scholarship

Kun Jae Won & Kyung Sook Chae Chair Scholarship

Tae Jin Kwon & Min Ok Kwon Chair Scholarship

Anonymous Chair Scholarship

LG Electronics Chair Scholarship

Jae Oh Park Chair Scholarship

Pamela Chu Memorial Chair Scholarship

Pamela Chu Memorial Chair Scholarship

Jae Woo Kim Memorial Chair Scholarship

William Y. Kim & Linda H. Kim Chair Scholarship

Choong Kwon Kim & Na Hyun Kim Chair Scholarship

Baik Hyun Kang & Sook Ja Kang Chair Scholarship

Baik Hyun Kang & Sook Ja Kang Chair Scholarship

LG Electronics Chair Scholarship

Jay Lee & Gus Lippman Chair Scholarship

Pamela Chu Memorial Chair Scholarship

Seung K. Yoo & Yi Ja Yoo Chair Scholarship

Pamela Chu Memorial Chair Scholarship

William Y. Kim & Linda H. Kim Chair Scholarship

Catherine, Christine & Diana Chair Scholarship

Boklim Choi & Jenny Choi Chair Scholarship

LG Electronics Chair Scholarship

Tile World Chair Scholarship

Eun Joo Lee Chair Scholarship

YEAR SCHOLARSHIP NAME DONOR NAME AMOUNT

$15,000

$15,000

$15,000

$200,000

$20,000

$15,000

$20,000

$15,000

$15,000

$20,000

$20,000

$50,000

$10,000

$50,000

$50,000

$12,500

$40,000

$50,000

$50,000

$50,000

$10,000

$25,000

$20,000

$50,000

$50,000

$20,000

$50,000

$50,000

$20,000

$50,000

$50,000

$1,147,500Total Chair Scholarships

$20,000

Mr. & Mrs. Yong Chan Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Jun Jae Won

Mr. & Mrs. William Kim

Dr. & Mrs. Baik Hyun Kang

Mr. & Mrs. Chong Suk Lee

Anonymous

LG Electronics, USA

Ms. Jay Lee & Mr. Gus Lippman

Mr. & Mrs. Tae Jin Kwon

Mr. Jae Oh Park

LG Electronics, USA

Mr. & Mrs. Seung K. Yoo

Kyobo Life Insurance

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Chu

Mr. & Mrs. Tae Jin Kwon

Ms. Jay Lee

LG Electronics, USA

Mr. & Mrs. William Kim

LG Electronics, USA

Mr. Dong Hwan Kim

Mr. Sungsu John Kang

Dr. & Mrs. Baik Hyun Kang

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Chu

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Cho

Mr. & Mrs. Byungkuk Lee

LG Electronics, USA

Mr. Jae Woo Kim

Mr. & Mrs. Boklim Choi

Ms. Jay Lee & Mr. Gus Lippman

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Chu

Dr. & Mrs. Choong Kwon Kim

Mrs. Eun Joo Lee

2004

2006

2017

2001

2005

2007

2017

2001

2005

2008

2017

2002

2005

2008

2017

2002

2005

2009

2018

2003

2006

2010

2018

2004

2006

2012

2019

2004

2006

2015

2019

Thank You All  for Your Donation

List of NERC Chair Scholarships | 동북부지부 영구장학금 2019 List of Donors | 기부자 명단

Yun Kim

$50,000

Mr. & Mrs. Bok Lim & Jenny Choi

Grand Legend Trading (Jack Choi)

Dow Kim Family Foundation
Kwon Foundation Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Simi Kahn

$20,000 - $30,000

Mr. & Mrs. Gustave Lippman & Jay Lee

$5,000 - $9,999

Andrew Kim Memorial Foundation
Richard Park
Debra Branco $1,000 - $1,999

Kyobo Life Insurance Company
Mr. & Mrs. Jenny & Bok Lim Choi
DCI Club
Sang Ki Han

Mr. & Mrs. Baik Hyun & Sook Ja Kang

Diana Choi

$200 - $999

Choong Kwon Kim
Ballon Stoll Bader & Nadler, P.C.

Sunyoung Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Hyung Jae & Kelly Lee
David W. Lee

Sunny Apparel Group

Dong Hyung Lee

Kwang Suk Lee

Young Hee Lee

Christine Kang

Fredric Kim

Peach & Lily

Alice Yom

Catherine Choi

Ichimura Music School

SPK Group, Inc.

$2,500 - $4,999

Mr. & Mrs. Young Kil & Sun Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Chong Suk & Joann Lee
Empire Travel
New Millennium Bank
Hae Ja Helen Yoon
Kyung Hee Park
Mr. & Mrs. Byung Kuk & Hea Suk Lee
Mr. & Mrs. James & Anna Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Albert H. Shin & Yun Kyung Kim
Kwang Il Yoo
Mr & Mrs. Young Il & Yong Ok Park
Mr & Mrs. Su Yong Choi & Sang Rim  Choi

Epic Spirits Inc. (Dennis Yoo)
Mr & Mrs. Thomas & Youn Sook Suh

Hyun Joo Lee

Russell Kemp

Park's Fine Jewelry Inc. (Alex Park)

$2,000 - $2,499

Chanwoo Lee
DK Partners Enterprise Inc.

DoubleTree Hotel

By Design L.L.C.
Mr. & Mrs. Hyun Jong & Jeong H. Nam
Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Young Sook Lee
Bank Hapoalim BM

Iris Moon

Paul DeChagas

The following lists are donors as of September 5, 2019 
and many others are expected to donate before and after the banquet

We thank you very much 
for your generous donation
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2019 Applicant Evaluation Guideline | 학생 평가기준

1. Undergraduate/Graduate Student

a. Scholarstic Achievement (Cumulative GPA)
Score (35 - 23 pts)

Cannot be higher than 10 pts in total | Deducted a few points for letters which is not current or not addressed to ‘KASF’ specifically

Score (10 - 0 pts) based on the quality of the writing

Score (40 - 0 pts) based on review of the applicant’s financial documents

Up to 5 bonus pts to applicants who deserve an extra boost for 
standing out or having extraordinary circumstances

a. Scholarstic Achievement (GPA) (35%)

a. GPA (40%) a. GPA (60%)

b. Recommendations (10%)

b. Recommendations (20%) b. Recommendations (20%)

c. Essay (10%)

c. Essay (40%) c. Essay (20%)

d. Extra Credit Points for standing out or having extraordinary circumstances (5%)
e. Financial Need (40%)

b. Recommendations

c. Essay

e. Financial Need

d. Extra Credit Points

2. Korean War Veteran Descendant 3. High School Student

GPA 4.00 - 3.75 3.74 - 3.50 Pass
(Grad Lv.) 3.49 - 3.25 3.24 - 3.00 Below  3.00 No

Transcript

Score 35 - 33 32 - 30 30 29 - 27 26 - 24 23 - 0 0

Reference Outstanding Very Good Good Average Poor No 
Recommendation

Faculty 1 5 4 3 2 1 0

Faculty 2 5 4 3 2 1 0

Non Faculty 1 1 1 0 0 0

Essay Outstanding Very Good Average
/ Poor No Essay

Score 10 - 8 7 - 5 4 - 1 0

Criteria Exceptional
/ Special Circumstances Strong Average

Score 5 - 4 3 - 1 0

Financial Need
for Private School $10,000 or More $7,500 - $9,999 $5,000 - $7,499 $2,500 - $4,999 Less than $2,500 *No need

*Unreliable date
*Failing to submit 
   the required  
   documents

Financial Need
for Public School $5,000 or More $4,000 - $4,999 $2,500 - $3,999 $1,000 - $2,499 Less than $1,000

Score 40 39 - 35 34 - 30 29 - 25 24 - 10 0

UG/GR
a

b
c d

e

Veteran
Descendant

a c

b

High
Schoola b

Applicants: 260

2019 Scholarship Recipient Data

Status of
Recipients

Academic
Level

School
 Location

GenderAcceptance
Ratio

Selected: 76 students
Male: 32 Permanent Resident: 11

Massachusett: 23

DACA &
Undocumented: 5

Connecticut: 2

New Hampshire: 0

Graduate: 25

Female: 44 students US Citizen: 50 students

New York: 27 students

Student Visa: 10

Rhode Island: 7

Vermont: 0

New Jersey: 17

Maine: 0

Undergraduate: 47 students

High School: 4

M
42%

F
58%

S
   29%

UG
62%

NY
35%

US
65% PR

14%

GR
33%

HS
5%

Ratio | 3.42 : 1

SV
   13%

UD
8%

CT
3%

MA
30%

NJ
17%

RI
  10%

 NY
27

ME
0

VT
0

NH
0

MA
23

CT
2

RI
7

NJ
17

Northeastern Regional Chapter

c
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Undergraduate/Graduate Recipients

Chelsie Ahn

Song Choi

Dahae Jun

Caroline Kim

Gie Su Ahn

Pallas Choi Riedler

Se Il Jung

Jinwoo Kim

Hyun Ju Ahn

Esder Chong

David Jung

Jung-Hoon Kim

Ji Hyung Beak

Rebekah Han

Grace Kalfatovic

Peter Kim

Julia Cha

SeHee Hyung

Jinjoo Kang

Dongyoung Kim

Sung Jung Kim

Ashley Chang

Julia Jahng

Hayoung Kang

Eunice Kim

Heesoo Cho

Hyesung Jang

Lauren Kim

Yoohan Ko

Joseph Cho

Seong Jun Jang

Sarah Kim

Bryan Kwon

Hyobin Choi

Alex Joo

Giyun Kim

Jasmine Chin

Su Bin Jang

Grace Kim

Eunae Ko

Wellesley College

Teachers College, Columbia University

Cornell University

Harvard Kennedy School

Rutgers University

Eastman School of Music

Gordon College

Stony Brook University

Queens College

Rutgers University

Boston University

Northeastern University

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences

Rutgers University

Manhattan College

Harvard College

Harvard Medical School

Gordon College

MCPHS University

Rutgers University

Yale University

Brown University

Berklee College of Music

Drew University

Stony Brook University

Queensborough Community College

Binghamton University

Harvard School of Dental Medicine

Stevens Institute of Technology

Boston University

Weill Cornell Medical College

Brown University

Brown University

Columbia University

University of Massachusetts Medical School

New York University

Syracuse University

University of Rochester

Harvard University

Rhode Island School of Design

NAME SCHOOL STATE MAJOR

MA Sociology

Music Education-Instrumental

Secondary Education-Korean

Doctor of Pharmacy

Doctor of Medicine

East Asian Studies, Literary Arts

Advertising

Engineering Science

Biochemistry

Art History

Teaching as Applied Behavior Analysis

Musicology

Philosophy

Communications

Computer Science & Mathmatics

Songwriting

Neuroscience

Political Science

Doctor of Medicine

Doctor of Medicine

Behavioral Neuroscience

Secondary Education & History

Biology

Sociology

Doctor of Pharmacy

Theology

Engineering

Doctor of Dental Medicine

Biology

Violin Performance

Public Policy

Chemistry

Journalism & English

Neurobiology

Political Science

Molecular Biology & Biochemistry

Biology

Computer Engineering

Biochemistry

Graphic Design & Art General Studies

NJ

NY

MA

MA

RI

NY

NY

MA

NY

NY

NY

NJ

NJ

MA

MA

NJ

NY

NY

MA

NY

MA

MA

NY

MA

NJ

MA

MA

RI

NY

MA

NY

MA

MA

CT

NJ

NY

RI

NJ

RI

2019 Scholarship Recipients

NAME SCHOOL STATE MAJOR

High School Recipients

Ye Hwa Lee

Jungsoo Moon

Ezra Shin

Jae Byeok Yoon

Gloria Lee

Hyun Woo Moon

Hangi Song

Damian Cole

Chaesun Lee

Samuel Oh

Elijah Suh

SoEun Lee

Elise Pak

Shayn Toothman

Eun Jun Lee

Esther Park

Cindy Won

Hannah Collett

Connor Collett

Chris Lee

GaYoung Park

Eun Yong Yang

Rachel Lee

Jung Ah Lim

Andrew Park

Tiana Yom

Jun Suk Lim

Jaejoon Shin

Jiwon Yoon

Matthew Lim

Hyeon Joon Shin

Daniel Yoon

Erynne Lim

Sujie Park

Christopher Yi

Sarah Chang

New York University

The University of Bridgeport

Princeton University

Princeton University

John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Rutgers University

University at Buffalo School of Dental Medicine

Alfred State College

Rutgers School of Dental Medicine

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

Harvard University

Renaissance School of Medicine at Stony Brook University

Columbia University School of International & Public Affairs

Berklee College of Music

Cornell University

Boston College

Brown University

Our Lady of Mercy Academy

Chaminade High School

New York University

Stevens Institute of Technology

Northeastern University

Pascack Valley High School

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

Brown University

Columbia University

Harvard Law School

Brown University School of Public Health

Rutgers University

Columbia University

Binghamton University

Rutgers Robert Wood Johns Medical School

Boston University

Harvard University

Rutgers University

Palisades Park Jr/Sr High School

NAME SCHOOL STATE MAJOR

NY Liberal Studies & Economics

Public Administration

Doctor of Dental Medicine

Doctor of Medicine

Accounting

Social Work

Communication-Film & TV

Master of Divinity

Law

Master of Business Administration

Int’l Political Economy & Diplomacy

Doctor of Pharmacy

Doctor of Medicine

Energy & Environment

Sociology

Computer Science

Master in Architecture I

Computer Science

Master of Public Health

Accounting & Finance

Philosophy

Doctor of Dental Medicine

Chemistry

Film Scoring

Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

Business Administration

Computer Science

Health Behavior Studies

Psychology

Doctor of Medicine

Aerospace Engineering

Welding Technology

High School

High School

High School

High School

NY

NJ

NY

NY

NY

MA

MA

MA

NY

CT

NJ

NY

NY

MA

NJ

MA

RI

RI

NY

NJ

NY

MA

MA

RI

MA

NJ

NY

NJ

NJ

NJ

NY

NY

NY

NJ

NJ

2019 Scholarship Recipients
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Chelsie Ahn
Sociology

Wellesley College

Julia Cha
Doctor of Medicine

Havard Medical School

Joseph Cho
Biochemistry

Boston University

Choi Riedler Pallas
Musicology

Eastman School of Music

Esder Chong
Philosophy

Rutgers University

Gie Su Ahn
Music Education

Rutgers University

Ashley Chang
East Asian Studies, Literary Arts

Brown University

Hyobin Choi
Art History

Columbia University

Hyun Ju Ahn
Secondary Education-Korean

Queens College

Jasmine Chin 
Advertising

Syracuse University

Song Choi
Teaching as 

Applied Behavior Analysis
Columbia University

Ji Hyung Baek
Doctor of Pharmacy

Massachusetts College of
Pharmacy & Health Sciences

Heesoo Cho
Engineering Science

Queensborough Community 
College

Undergraduate / Graduate Student

2019 Scholarship Recipients

Rebekah Han
Communications

Rutgers University

Julia Cahng
Songwriting

Berklee College of Music

Seong Jun Jang
Doctor of Medicine

Weill Cornell Medical College

David Jung
Biology

Boston University

Sehee Hyung
Computer Science & Mathmatics

Gordon College

Su Bin  Jang
Neuroscience

University of Rochester

Alex Joo
Doctor of Medicine

University of Massachusetts
Medical School

Grace Kalfatovic
Sociology

Manhattan College

Hyesung Jang
Political Science

Binghamton University

Dahae Jun
Behavioral Neuroscience

Cornell University

Jinjoo Kang
Doctor of Pharmacy

Massachusetts College of
Pharmacy & Health Sciences

Se Il Jung
Secondary Education & History

Gordon College

Hayoung Kang
Theology

Drew University

2019 Scholarship Recipients
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Grace Kim
Engineering

Harvard University

Giyun Kim
Violin Performance

New York University

Peter Kim
Neurobiology

Harvard College

Eunae Ko
Graphic Design & 

Art General Studies
Rhode Island School of Design

Sarah Kim
Biology

Brown University

Jung-Hoon Kim
Journalism & English

Northeastern University

Eunice Kim
Biology

Stony Brook University

Jinwoo Kim
Chemistry

Stony Brook University

Dongyoung Kim
Molecular Biology & Biochemistry

Rutgers University

Lauren Kim
Doctor of Dental Medicine

Harvard University 

Caroline Kim
Public Policy

Harvard Kennedy School

Sung Jung Kim
Political Science

Yale University

Yoohan Ko
Computer Engineering

Stevens Institute of Technology

2019 Scholarship Recipients

Gloria Lee
Public Administration

John Jay College of
Criminal Justice

Chris Lee
Social Work

New York University

Matthew Lim
Master of Business Administration

Columbia University

Ye Hwa Lee
Liberal Studies & Economics

New York University

Eun Jun Lee
Accounting

Cornell University

Jun Suk Lim
Law

Harvard Law School

Hyun Woo Moon
Doctor of Pharmacy

Rutgers University

Bryan Kwon
Biochemistry

Brown University

SoEun Lee
Doctor of Medicine

Renaissance School of Medi-
cine at Stony Brook University

Jung Ah Lim
Master of Divinity
Gordon-Conwell 

Theological Seminary

Jungsoo Moon
Int’l Political Economy & Diplomacy

The University of Bridgeport

Chaesun Lee
Doctor of Dental Medicine

Rutgers School of
 Dental Medicine

Erynne Lim
Communication - Film & TV 

Boston University

2019 Scholarship Recipients
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2019 Scholarship Recipients

Esther Park
Sociology

Boston College

Andrew Park
Computer Science

Brown University

Ezra Shin
Philosophy

Princeton University

Shayn Toothman
Film Scoring

Berklee College of Music

Elise Pak
Energy & Environment

Columbia University

Sujie Park
Master in Architecture I

Harvard University

Hyeon Joon Shin
Accounting & Finanace
Binghamton University

Samuel Oh
Doctor of Medicine

Icahn School of Medicine
at Mount Sinai

GaYoung Park
Computer Science

Stevens Institute of Technology

Jaejoon Shin
Master of Public Health

Brown University

Hangi Song
Doctor of Dental Medicine

University at Buffalo 
School of Dental Medicine

Cindy Won
Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

Brown University

Elijah Suh
Chemistry

Harvard University

Tiana Yom
Health Behavior Studies

Columbia University

Daniel Yoon
Doctor of Medicine

Rutgers Robert Wood Johns 
Medical School

Connor Collett
ChaminadeHigh School

Rachel Lee
Pascack Valley High School

Christopher Yi
Computer Science
Rutgers University

Damian Cole
Welding Technology
Alfred State College

Eun Yong Yang
Business Administration
Northeastern University

Jiwon Yoon
Psychology

Rutgers University

Jae Byeok Yoon
Aerospace Engineering

Princeton University

Hannah Collett
Our Lady of Mercy Academy

Sarah Chang
Palisades Park Jr/Sr High School

2019 Scholarship Recipients

High School Student
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The essay was one of five important parts for 
the scholarship evaluation and it represented 
10% of the total grade. All applicants were 
excellent in academics and all were in bad 
need of financial aid so that essay may play 
an important role in making final decision for 
recipient. Each application’s file was reviewed 
by two evaluators independently. This year 
a total of 260 students had applied for the 
scholarship and 76 students were selected. It 
took more than 30 minutes for each application 
review by each evaluator. All evaluators agree 
that they took more time for reviewing essays 
than any other subjects. We found through 
student essays how some of the students 
have overcome hard times and experiences in 
their lives. Only 6 essays were chosen for the 
program journal this year.

This year the students were asked to provide 
an essay of 800 words or less responding to 
the following instruction: “Think about two 
or three adjectives that best describe you. 
For each, provide some evidence of why they 
describe you. Be specific.”

장학생 선발 과정시 지원자의 학교성적과 재정상황이 
가장 중요하게 고려되었고 수필은 전체에서 불과 10%
의 비중으로 평가되었다. 그러나 지원자 대부분의 학업 
성취도가 높고 재정적 지원이 절실하기 때문에 수필의 
내용이 선발 여부에 큰 영향력을 끼쳤다. 두명의 평가위
원이 총 260명의 지원서를 검토했고 그 중 76명이 최
종적으로 장학생으로 선발되었다. 지원서 하나를 검토
하는데 소요되는 시간은 최소 30분 이상으로, 그 과정
에서 학생수필 평가가 가장 오래 걸렸다. 위원들의 말에 
따르면 학생들의 수필을 통하여 어려운 시간과 환경 속
에서도 그들이 얼마나 열심히 노력했는지를 알 수 있었
고, 이를 극복하고 학업에 열정을 쏟은 학생들의 안타깝
고도 감동적인 사연들이 많았다고 한다. 장학생으로 최
종 선발된 학생들 중 6명의 수필을 선정하여 그 이야기
를 나누고자 한다. 
2019년 수필 주제: “자신을 가장 잘 표현하는 2-3개의 
형용사를 선정하고 그 이유를 800자 이내로 구체적으
로 설명하세요.”  

Jung-Hoon Kim
Student Speaker
College Senior
Journalism and English
Northeastern University

actively serving at my church in Boston and 
my home church in Dallas. It has been an 
incredible blessing to experience the joy that 
comes from serving others.

I have also sought to serve those around me 
through my love for writing. Ever since I was a
child, I have loved to read and write. I especially 
loved how reading and writing opened up my 
imagination and creativity to new dimensions. 
Thus, I spent my free time writing my own 
stories with my own characters. After I 
received a creative writing award from my 
teacher in second grade, I pursued my love 
for writing with even more determination. In 
high school, I participated in extracurriculars 
such as the newspaper staff. I also submitted 
some of my writing for publication and had 
the privilege of getting one of my short stories 
published. Now, as a Journalism and English 
major in college, I enjoy getting to write in 
different genres—everything from magazine 
articles to poems. I have also served as an 
editor for my college’s student newspaper and 
have interned as an editorial and marketing 
intern for another college.

Now, I have a vision to speak up for vulnerable 
communities by writing stories about them and 
bringing awareness to their struggles. Many 
people are unaware of the various obstacles 
that immigrants and refugees face in America. 
For example, many Korean immigrants and 
international students face language barriers, 
financial insecurity, discrimination, and much 
more. I want to empower people who face 
such obstacles as I highlight their stories of 
strength and hope. Since a journalist has a 
wide platform of publicity, my goal is for a 
wide variety of people to be touched by these 
stories and start helping the vulnerable in their 
own communities. 

As an immigrant to the United States, I have 
learned many lessons from the various 
hardships I have faced. These difficulties have 
led me to value serving others and to rejoice 
in the midst of trials. My love for writing and 
my creativity have also inspired me to use 
writing to be a voice for immigrants and their 
struggles. I especially hope to combine my 
positivity, serving spirit, and creativity to be a 
voice for Koreans and Korean Americans.

I came to the United States when I was four. 
My parents, who are missionaries, had come 
to the United States to study at seminary. They 
only worked part-time jobs at their school, so 
funds for our family were tight. We lived in a 
one-bedroom house with no running hot water 
for several years. I struggled to remain positive 
and motivated throughout these challenging 
circumstances.

As I grew older and began to see more of the 
world around me, I learned to view things in
perspective. Though my family struggled 
financially, I saw that there were many others 
around me who had even less. For example, 
my city has a large population of refugees 
from Southeast Asia who don’t even have the 
resources to learn English. This helped me 
realize that reflecting too much on my own 
circumstances would get me nowhere. My 
faith in God was refined during these difficult 
times, and I grew to take a new perspective 
of staying positive and joyful in light of my 
circumstances.

This new mindset inspired me to serve my 
community more actively. I started an ESL 
class for the refugees in my city. I also taught 
them about American culture and customs. 
When I arrived at college, I participated in 
a program called nuSERVES and served 
different communities in Boston. I am also 
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Manhattan College

assistant for the Arlington Arts Center’s 
summer children’s art classes, has been part 
of my life for the longest and the work where 
I have completed the most hours. I have spent 
my summers at the Arts Center since I was 
thirteen years old. This work, in particular, 
helped me develop empathy to children and 
learn how to connect with them. All of my 
volunteer work has allowed me to connect 
with different communities and groups that 
I may not have been with otherwise. I know 
that my empathy will be one of my strongest 
assets both in my career in social work and in 
life itself. 

Being conscientious and empathetic have 
allowed me to be a leader. In high school, I 
was President of Asian Club, Captain of the 
Varsity tennis team, and Alto section leader 
of Chamber Choir. My leadership ability grew 
and evolved with these different positions. 
Knowing I had to keep in mind the needs of 
others while having to get the job done, and 
done well, came naturally to me. What did not 
come naturally was knowing how to make this 
happen in practice. I began high school without 
these leadership positions, comfortable 
with being a follower. My coaches, teachers, 
and parents have been an incredible impact 
on how I am a leader, and these different 
influences and perspectives have given me 
a holistic view of the job. They gave me more 
confidence and taught me how I can be both 
a leader and a follower. I strive to continue 
to be a good leader but also to know when a 
different leader will be best for the group. 

The words that describe me are conscientious, 
empathetic, and a leader. To be a well-rounded 
and successful person, these three things 
cannot exist alone. A conscientious person 
without empathy or leadership has no lasting 
effect. An empathic person without leadership 
or conscientiousness cannot achieve results. 
A leader without conscientiousness or 
empathy is a dictator. My desire is to continue 
to embody these three traits and use them 
to my advantage. I am proud to be a Korean 
American adoptee, conscientious, empathetic, 
and a leader.

When given this prompt, I was stumped. 
Coming up with a satisfactory answer to this 
prompt proved to be a difficult task; I would 
consider the question, then myself, then 
ponder. There must be a word for me, but I 
could not find it. On the flip side, perhaps the 
difficulty came with thinking there were far 
too many words to describe me, and picking 
merely two or three was impossible. I wanted 
to accurately express who I am and make that 
clear to any reader. 

After much deliberation and multiple visits 
to Thesaurus.com, I settled on the first one 
that came to mind: conscientious. This word 
encompasses many traits that reflect who I 
am: committed and efficient with a desire to 
do what is right; dedicated and careful with 
what I do, whether it is club or team activities, 
volunteering, or my art and music. Even with 
this essay, I wanted to do the best job with 
picking which adjectives to use for myself. As 
the first two-year President of the only Asian 
Club in my county, my work was meticulous 
and always my absolute best. I did what was 
best for the club, even if it meant more work. 
On a personal or higher level, if I can help 
someone, I will, and I will follow through until 
the job is done. My desire to do what is right 
shines through in my passion for social justice 
and is apparent in my concentrations of my 
Sociology major: social services and criminal 
justice. There are so many injustices in this 
society and I want to be someone who can fix 
them, and if not all, some. 

The next word I found was empathetic. When 
people tell me to “put myself in someone else’s 
shoes,” I have without a doubt already done it. 
Perhaps this began when I was in preschool 
when I started to do Meals on Wheels with my 
mother. That was the beginning of my long line 
of volunteer work. I did plenty of community 
service in Girl Scouts, such as clearing trails, 
and volunteering at food assistance centers 
and assisted living facilities. For many years, 
I have volunteered for the Literacy Council 
of Northern Virginia during the holidays, 
generating donations by gift wrapping at book 
stores. My volunteer work for the Arlington 
Arts Center, where I work as a classroom
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Gloria Lee
College Sophomore
Public Administration
John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice

the City University of New York (CUNY) were 
challenging. However, I used Google calendar 
to manage my class schedule to find free times 
to help my parents. Being able to manage 
and use my time efficiently illustrates my 
industrious personality.

The last adjective that strongly shows who 
I am is “assertive”. I joined a program called 
the Academic Preparation Program for Law 
Enforcement (APPLE) Corps at John Jay 
College in Fall 2018. As a part of the program, I 
enrolled in an anthropology course to conduct 
research on five boroughs of New York City 
(NYC) to understand the effectiveness of the 
current criminal justice system. To conduct 
research safely, five students were required 
to stay together as a group when we went 
to collect data as fieldwork. In this process, 
there were several unjustified actions I noticed 
within my group. At first, I tried to convince 
my four members to report their actions 
to the professor. However, they favored 
concealing the truth rather than accepting the 
suggestion. Regardless of their responses, I 
communicated with the APPLE Corps staff and 
faculty members. This ended up separating 
our group by placing us into five different 
groups while keep conducting research in 
our new groups. However, the APPLE Corps 
staff and faculty advised to the entire cohort 
to avoid any misconduct which has helped 
restore a truthful environment for the program. 
In addition, when preparing for the 11th 
Annual First Year Student Showcase research 
presentation upon finishing the data analysis, 
I set an early deadline for each section of the 
poster and constantly communicated with my 
group members to see whether they needed 
help. As a result, our group’s presentation was 
prepared on time, and we presented in front 
of many professors, including people from 
outside of John Jay College.

The three personalities are significant to my 
goal of becoming a police officer in NYC. Since 
police officers work as a team, knowing my 
partner’s capability will cover our weaknesses 
and help us understand each other better. Also, 
having a work-life balance can be essential 
to maintaining health, which can affect my 
capability to think intuitively as a police officer. 
Additionally, being assertive will be necessary 
when I execute a law because I will not let 
anyone conceal unjust activities. With my 
“observant”, “industrious”, and “assertive” 
personality, I pursue to become a police officer 
who fights for justice.

Three adjectives that best describe me are 
“observant”, “industrious”, and “assertive”.

I am an observant person because I understand 
and accommodate to the needs of my peers 
when doing collaborative works. I attended 
Flushing International High School, which 
is a specialized public school for students 
whose native languages are non-English. 
In my 12th grade, we had a science group 
project where a group of students needed to 
testify two different types of brownies and 
then determine their density. In order to work 
efficiently, it was important to divide the work 
based on the individual’s capability. There 
were three members in my group including 
myself, and I felt confident of my knowledge 
on their capacities because I had known them 
for few years. One of the students was good 
at crafting artworks with precision but could 
not speak well enough like the other student 
in my group. The other student spoke English 
fluently but needed help with preparing 
materials for the experiment. Therefore, I 
asked them to collaborate with each other so 
that they can utilize their strengths and receive 
support for their weaknesses. As I observed 
them, I saw that they assisted each other by 
reading the directions for the experiment, 
preparing materials, baking brownies, and 
investigating the density of the brownies 
together. Alongside the experiment process, 
I recorded the procedures and the conclusion 
since I spoke and wrote English better than 
my group members. As demonstrated, I am 
an observant person who can identify one’s 
strengths and weaknesses to help people 
work better together.

My observant personality also illustrates that I 
am a hard worker. In 2015, both of my parents 
immigrated to the United States to support my 
sister and me. After arrival, they have constantly 
been occupied with work to provide for the 
family, and that has made it hard for them to 
interact with others who speak English. They 
hardly ever spoke English their entire lives, so 
my sister and I have been needing to help them 
with many situations involving English. This 
often requires me to be “industrious”, because 
I have to juggle my personal life with family 
obligations. For example, recently, I had to 
help my dad prepare for documents regarding 
his permanent residency in the U.S. Although 
my family was excited about this opportunity, 
assisting him while attending my summer 
course and fulfilling mandatory volunteer 
hours at John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 

#1 Conscientious

#2 Empathetic

#3 Leader

#1 Observant

#2 Industrious

#3 Assertive
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Hayoung Kang
Graduate: Master

Theology
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scholar-pastor. I am currently continuing to 
pursue my theological education at Drew 
Theological School to be a religious leader 
who serves the world. As the constant drops of 
water wear away a stone, my simple, everyday 
life from my single-parent family led me to 
follow God; moreover, led me to be more 
compassionate toward God’s creation around 
me and to devote myself in spreading the love 
and justice of God into the world.

In that regard, I am currently working hard to 
deal with various social justice issues from 
my theological background. I have been 
advocating for the issues of Korean comfort 
women in various academic conferences 
through my paper that deals with the Book 
of Revelation and which is titled, “Subaltern 
Women and Imperial Bestiality: A Postcolonial 
Dialogue between the Whore of Babylon 
and South Korean Comfort Women.” I am 
also naming the issues of asylum seekers 
in South Korea through another paper, 
“Agamben’s Messianism in the Postcolonial 
World: Reimagining the Sovereignty of the 
Traumatized Nation-State Amidst the Global 
Refugee Crisis.” In addition, I am working 
with Drew University as a Vice President of 
Drew Theological Student Association and 
I am in support of Title IX, Woman’s March, 
#BlackLivesMatter, DACA and Green Campus 
campaigns. 

The fact that my father was not around me as 
I grew up, pushed me to the edges of Korean 
society. My words, my behaviors, and my 
attitudes were restricted from the gazes of 
people who were ready to discriminate me for 
growing up from a single-parent family. Yet, I 
could liberate myself from others’ judgments 
through the evening prayer that I had with my 
mother which taught me that I am a beloved 
child of God. Furthermore, my experiences 
have been empowering me to be a religious 
leader who constantly seats, listens, and 
prays with the weak, the oppressed, and the 
marginalized as my mother did for me when I 
was devastated. Throughout my life, I want to 
share the empowering spirit of God with the 
people who are bounded by the standards of 
others. In other words, I wish to continue to be 
a compassionate and justice-seeking person 
who truly loves and supports God’s creation.

As I reflect upon myself, I believe that the 
two adjectives that best describe me are 
‘compassionate’ and ‘justice-seeking.’ In order 
to explain how these adjectives describe the 
person I am, I would like to share a brief story 
about myself.

For many years in my life, I have always 
wanted to help people who are marginalized 
and disenfranchised in society. It is because 
I used to be one of those people who were 
oppressed and discriminated in a patriarchal 
society: a child from a single-mother family. 
Ever since the passing away of my father in 
2002 from a car accident, I, as a person from a 
single-parent family, suffered from a pressure 
that I have to perform well in my studies and 
behave well at school, church, etc. I did not 
want to hear someone saying at my back or 
at my mother’s back, “She is not behaving 
appropriately because she does not have a 
father who can properly teach her and raise her 
at home.” It was during my high school years 
that the pressure and social prejudice upon my 
single-parent family finally overwhelmed me.

When I felt as if I was finally defeated by the 
world around me that was ready to scorn me 
about the absence of my father in my life, my 
mother, a devoted Christian, suggested me 
to pray together with her every evening. This 
evening prayer helped me to cope with my 
burdens and frustrations. Through the prayers 
with my mother, I was able to strengthen 
my faith in God, and gained power, in the 
midst of suffering, to stand up and face the 
world. Furthermore, I began to fill myself 
with compassion for others who were also 
burdened and hurt by this world. Also, these 
experiences empowered me to seek justice for 
the marginalized people in the world.

The small moments of overcoming social 
discrimination by practicing my Christian faith 
with my mother eventually encouraged me 
to pursue theological education. I attended 
Yonsei University, Seoul, South Korea to 
understand the power of faith, which pulled 
me out from agony and frustration, and to 
learn how to stand with the marginalized 
people from all around the world. I studied 
Theology and Communication in my college 
years and discerned my calling to become a
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Jun Suk Lim
Graduate: Doctorate
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I became self-reliant early on as a child due 
to my family’s circumstances. When I was 
in first grade, my brother and dad migrated 
to the United States.  My mom and I planned 
to join them the year after. During that year, 
my mom worked hard and long hours as an 
insurance agent to pay off all our family’s debt 
before leaving Korea. This forced me to be 
independent at an early age. I was the only kid 
in the whole school who owned his own set 
of house keys, knowing that no one would be 
home after school. Doing homework without 
being told to do so and eating dinner alone 
quickly became part of my daily routine. As an 
elementary school kid, I hated this. About 20 
years later, I appreciate that year more than 
ever.

Ironically, circumstances pushed me to be 
even more self-reliant after moving to the 
United States, with both my parents around. 
With our green card application falling 
through, my family became undocumented 
immigrants. My parents did not have a college 
education, possessed no relevant skills for the 
job market, and did not speak English. They 
also knew nothing about the education system 
in the United States. Given our circumstances, 
I knew that excelling in school was my only 
chance to change our fortunes in the United 
States. As an eighth grader, I put the burden 
on myself to research different high schools. 
I found and applied to schools that provided 
college-level courses and a better college 
acceptance rate. My parents simply signed the 
relevant paperwork after I explained to them 
what I was doing. They trusted me. 

Throughout high school, I remained proactive 
and consistently took initiatives. I reached out 
to guidance counselors to ask about what AP 
classes are, when I should take the SATs, and 
what extracurricular activities I should engage 
in. Most of my peers already had that type of 
knowledge from their parents. I did not. Such 
disadvantages made me more self-reliant and 
persistent in pursuing academic excellence. 
Being an undocumented student, I was not 
eligible for any scholarship or government 
financial aid for college. It was a discouraging

situation but I stayed persistent in pursuing 
higher education. I decided to attend 
community college and transfer to a four-year 
university, hoping for a change in legislation 
that would allow me to receive financial aid. 
Two years later, the California Dream Act 
passed and I became eligible for state financial 
aid. I transferred to UC Berkeley that same 
year. I made the best of a discouraging and 
uncertain situation by being persistent. Many 
of my undocumented friends had given up on 
pursuing school by then. The uncertainty was 
too much. The disadvantage was real. Going 
to community college with the fear of never 
being able to attend a four-year university was 
daunting. But I persisted. And the chips did fall 
my way.

I continued to make the most of those chips. 
During my two years at UC Berkeley, I continued 
to achieve academic excellence while being 
heavily engaged in the pre-law community. I 
worked at the East Bay Community Law Center 
helping out the underprivileged in eviction 
cases and volunteered for the ASUC Student 
Legal Clinic to assist fellow students with 
legal problems. After graduation, I worked for 
an employment litigation firm representing 
employees who have been discriminated 
against based on race and gender. Working 
60 hours per week, I prepared for law school 
by studying for the LSAT. Because I was not 
eligible for federal loans, I had to be admitted 
to go to a law school with its own loan system – 
Harvard, Yale, or Stanford. My first two cracks 
at the LSAT did not net me scores that I needed 
to get into those schools. But I persisted. 
On my third attempt, I scored in the 99th 
percentile. Six months later, I received the call 
from Harvard Law School. The boy who once 
had a hard time eating dinner by himself had 
an offer to attend one of the best law schools in 
the country. Now a man, I am on the cusp of my 
final year of law school.  I plan to be a lawyer 
that provides ample opportunities for the next 
generation of kids and to teach them the value 
of self-reliance and persistence. I hope that 
Korean American Scholarship Foundation is 
part of my story to the next generation.

#1 Self-reliance

#2 Persistence

#1 Compassinate

#2 Justice-seeking
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PERSEVERANCE

I am nobody’s patient; I am an undocumented 
immigrant. I lived most of my life under the 
shadows to preserve the slightest feeling of 
security, hope, and dream. My family decided 
to immigrate to the United States to seek a 
better future as my parents suffered from 
bankruptcy and from constant struggles to 
sustain basic living necessities back in South 
Korea. Like any other parents, they wanted 
to ensure I receive a quality education for a 
brighter future in the land of freedom and 
opportunity.

However, my life as an undocumented immi-
grant differed significantly from the promises 
that the “American Dream” conspicuously 
announced throughout our society. On arrival, 
despite English being my second language, 
I was able to complete GED examination 
successfully while working a full-time job 
to support my family, education, and future. 
Luckily, I was accepted into a local community 
college. However, college meant tuition, and I 
found myself running and sweating in a vicious 
cycle. 

Several moments during my undergraduate 
studies, I was frequently attacked by my own 
thoughts of discouragement and helplessness 
of my future. Although I threw every strand of 
my energy to succeed and attempt to find a 
small hole of hope, the simple terminology of 
“undocumented” took over me physically and 
emotionally. In fact, it was rather challenging 
to not only complete but to succeed in my 
courses all while being employed full time 
and working 50 hours weekly. At one point, I 
was so exhausted to watch my parents illness 
progress, tuition and bills stacking on my desk, 
and my employer requesting further hours to 
fill missing gaps at the restaurant. Life was at 
the time, indeed, unfair; I worked my hardest 
to achieve the minimum, yet my opportunities 
continue to dissolve away. However, I persisted 
on and never gave up my aspirations. In fact, 
these emotional and physical challenges were 
essentially the foundation of my strength, 
perseverance, and ambition. I strongly believe 
that my past experiences shaped me to be 
persistent and it will continue to allow me to 
encounter any challenges in the future. It took 
me six years to graduate and when I look back, I 
see the long journey I came through and smile.

COMPASSIONATE 

My steadfast ambition towards dentistry, 
however, ironically derived from encounters 
that persistently attempted to push me away 
from the field. Dentistry was an experience 
that I desperately yearned for and was in need 
but never had the chance to have; it further 
pushed me to grasp every opportunity. Ever 
since coming to the United States, my family 
and I never once had an opportunity to visit 
an authentic dental clinic due to financial 
constraints and the lack of health insurance. 
My heart shattered as I noticed my parent’s 
bathroom shelf stacked with numerous dental 
products over the years, in preventive attempts 
to avoid dental visits. Knowing my family’s 
circumstances, I couldn’t casually mention a 
drilling toothache that I had for months. The 
obvious foolishness of partitioning my tuition 
for a dental visit hastened my footsteps away 
from dental clinics. I still remember not having 
the courage to tell my parents of my pain; I 
already knew that they would grieve watching 
their child not being able to receive the 
simplest dental treatments. Such a desperate 
battle, however, was a source of my growth, 
strength, and perseverance. Eventually, these 
experiences kindled my aspiration towards the 
profession.

Living in New York City as an undocumented 
immigrant, I was never foreign to the pro-
minences of socioeconomic and healthcare 
disparities of the city. I recognized how fre-
quent these devastating stories were in my 
community. Despite the fact that the political 
climate and opportunities were never in my 
favor, I strongly held onto the hope of pursuing 
a career that will provide for my community by 
doing what I am most passionate in. I want to be 
an advocate for those who constantly suffered 
from health care disparities even to this day. I 
am now confident that dentistry is the career I 
had constantly been searching for all my life - 
a profession of service, empathy, and healing. 
I, myself, was never a patient to anyone but 
I want others to never have to undergo the 
experiences that I had to overcome. I want to 
be somebody’s healer.
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