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Be around the light bringers, 
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2019 KASF-MWRC 

Awards Program

PART I

11 am Welcome & Lunch

12–1:30 pm MWRC Community Network

1:30–2:30 pm Managing Student Finances   

 BY Jeremy B. Johnson, CEO, JBJ Financial Services

2:30–3 pm Break

PART II

3–3:30 pm MWRC Awards Event Welcome

3:30–5 pm Awards Presentation

5–6 pm Keynote Speaker Will Song, Professional Chef & Entrepreneur
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Jeremy Johnson is a licensed Wealth Management Professional. He has spent his 
career in the financial industry helping families, business owners, key executives 
and physicians become better informed, organized and prepared for their future 
financial needs.
 
“There can be no continuation of your legacy if there is no continuation of your 
income” is a phrase you hear him say whether he is publicly speaking or in the 
office of his clients. He understands there is a process for building wealth and the 
importance of leaving a legacy for future generations.

Prior to starting JBJ Financial Services, Jeremy started his career at the Transamerica Corporation which 
gave him the opportunity to work in many traditional and non-traditional markets. He received a Rising Star 
Award in his first year and other awards for his work with families.

Jeremy recently joined Midwest Legacy Group which provides incredible bench strength, resources and 
support, and a platform to service his clients in a variety of planning areas.

Jeremy has built a strong relationship in the community mentoring young professionals. His love, understanding 
and appreciation of Korean culture has allowed him to sit on the board of directors for the Korean American 
Coalition of Chicago for five years.

As a husband he understands the importance of family and making time to enjoy and live life. He and his wife 
Jooyoung currently reside in Chicago’s Lakeview neighborhood and are avid Chicago Bears and Cubs fans.

You can contact Jeremy at: jjohnson@jbjfinancialservices.com

SPEAKER

Jeremy B. Johnson
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Will Song admits that his mother’s Korean cooking often wasn’t what he 
wanted to eat as a kid growing up in Lincolnwood, a northern suburb of 
Chicago.

“I was more of a Korean-American,” he recalls. “I wanted burgers and 
fries or hot dogs or pizza all the time, as opposed to Korean food. I 

wanted to blend in.”

It wasn’t until after he attended culinary school and worked in professional kitchens that Song discovered that 
he could fuse his mom’s Korean specialties with his American fast food favorites.

When Song turned 30, he decided to open his own restaurant, but realized that a fine dining restaurant wasn’t 
financially feasible. So he opened an Asian-American grill across from Evanston Township High School, where 
he sold dishes the kids wanted, like burgers, fries, pizza puffs, and gyros, alongside Korean meat dishes. 
Eventually, Song’s menu became streamlined and his dishes started to merge together, with Korean ingredients 
making their way into American dishes, and vice versa.

“It wasn’t like I had some amazing epiphany thinking if I made these two cuisines together, they will just blow 
up,” he says. “I just thought, ‘you know what? These two cuisines can work.’ It just so happens, five years later, 
the two have kind of merged together.”

For Song, the fusion of his Korean heritage and his American upbringing has given him the tools he needs to 
teach people about different cuisines. “In a fast food environment, with a younger demographic, it’s an easier 
vehicle for them to understand… Korean cuisine,” Song says. “Everyone thinks that sushi is kind of American 
now; it’s everywhere. Pizza is pretty much everywhere. Why can’t Korean cuisine be that kind of cuisine next, 
where everyone is like, ‘Yeah I’d love to eat some kimchi now.’”

FROM: https://interactive.wttw.com/foodphiles/episodes/you-want-kimchi

Contact Info:
• Address: LOYOLA 6604 N. Sheridan Road; BELMONT 921 W. Belmont Avenue  
• Website: bngrill.com
• Email: bopngrill@gmail.com
• Instagram: bopNgrill
• Facebook: bopNgrill
• Yelp: bopNgrill

SPEAKER

Will Song Professional Chef & Entrepreneur
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Thank you for joining us to celebrate this year’s KASF-MWRC Scholarship Recipients 
and our MWRC Community Network!

MWRC is a dedicated group of professionals collaborating to pay forward the 
blessings they received as 1.5 and 2nd generation Korean Americans. 

In 2019, we continue our fourth year of operations for MWRC 2.0. MWRC covers 
10 states: Illinois; Indiana; Iowa; Michigan; Minnesota; Missouri; North Dakota; Ohio; South Dakota; and, 
Wisconsin. 123 scholarship applications were evaluated and 22 Recipients awarded a total of $41K. MWRC is 
deeply grateful to both the Eastern Regional Chapter and KASF National for donating to our Scholarships this 
year. Congratulations to our 2019 KASF-MWRC Scholarship Recipients featured in this Program Book! 

I whole-heartedly believe in the necessity of being a part of something bigger than oneself. This kind of 
participation gives you among many things, PERSPECTIVE. The understanding that no matter what or where 
you find yourself, there are always others in greater need and by contributing to the greater good, we all can 
make this a better world together. It can be tough and lonely (and often poor) as a student working hard to fulfill 
your potential/destiny. MWRC for me is my FAMILY, my SQUAD, my TRIBE – welcomes you, shares a good 
meal, guidance that enlightens, and gives you a sense of belonging.  

MWRC is proud to partner with students in the Midwest as they aspire to be the best version of themselves and 
achieve their Korean American Dream. We welcome you as Applicants, Recipients, Members and Donors to 
become a part of our MWRC Community Network. 

MWRC Strong,
Jane Lee-Kwon
2019 MWRC President

REMARKS

MWRC
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On behalf of the Korean American Scholarship Foundation National Board of Directors, 
I would like to congratulate all of our scholarship award recipients. I would also like to 
congratulate the Midwest Regional Chapter, its President, officers, board members, donors, 
volunteers, and sponsors who made this Awards Program a resounding success.

As we celebrate KASF’s 50th year in existence, let me quote one of the founding members: 
“On December 5, 1968, the Korean Students Association of Washington, D.C. held a 
fundraising concert and raised $325.00 in order to establish a scholarship foundation for 

struggling Korean students in America... From that humble amount of money was the seed which was planted and 
grew to become the Korean American Scholarship Foundation.” (excerpt from the book “KASF 40 Years”)

When KASF was formed 50 years ago, there were very few Korean-Americans living in the United States. Initially, 
KASF assisted Korean students studying at American undergraduate and graduate programs. As time went on, 
more Koreans emigrated to the US with their families, became permanent residents, and eventually US citizens. As 
a result, there was an explosion of 1st, 1.5 and 2nd generation Korean-Americans attending colleges in the 1980’s.  
In 1985, KASF became a national organization when it established the Western Regional Chapter with an office in 
Los Angeles, California. Now we have seven Regional Chapters with offices in Vienna VA, Los Angeles CA, Atlanta 
GA, New York City NY, Chicago IL, Houston TX and Denver CO.  

As of today, KASF has raised over $4M for its chair scholarship endowment fund. The investment returns from the 
endowment fund and our annual regional fundraisers have permitted KASF to award $450,000 to 250 students in 
2018. In total, KASF has awarded over $10M dollars in scholarships to over 6,500 students across the United States. 
The primary mission of KASF’s is to solicit, evaluate, select and award scholarships in the range of $500 - $5,000 to 
qualified students based on their financial need, academic achievement, and a desire to serve the Korean-American 
community in the future. In July 2019, KASF hired its first paid, full time Executive Director, Ms. Eun Jeong Lee, Ph.D. 

To the officers, board members, donors, volunteers, and sponsors of WRC: KASF congratulates your service 
of organizing fundraising events such as golf tournaments and concerts, creating social mixers to encourage younger 
people to get involved with KASF, and being in attendance at this Award Banquet to recognize the scholarship 
students.

To the students: You are truly both the present and future of the Korean-American presence in this country. KASF is 
proud to partner with you as you strive to create a world where you and your peers can thrive in your respective fields. 
Keep up the great work and one day when you are able, please help another student achieve his or her dreams.

To everyone: I truly believe the torch that was lit in 1969 by the visionary founders of KASF will continue to be carried 
by us for the betterment of the students we are honoring tonight and the students in the years to come.
Thank you again for all your support and we look forward to seeing you again next year.

Frank N. Lee
Chair, KASF National Board of Directors

REMARKS

KASF National
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The Korean American Scholarship Foundation (KASF) is a non-profit, volunteer-managed organization established 
to help meet the financial needs of Korean-American students seeking higher education. Specifically, the Foundation 
seeks to: 
 

①  Assist Korean American students in pursuit of academic and personal achievement;
②  Encourage community and civic service as an integral part of leadership development; and,
③  Nurture the sense of pride and confidence in Korean cultural heritage and tradition. 

 
In addition, pending funds availability, KASF has also provided scholarships to qualified descendants of Korean 
War American Veterans.
 
The Foundation is operated by its voluntary-based Board of Directors and supporters and operating expenses are 
funded by incomes from membership dues and local fund raising activities. In addition to their voluntary work for 
the KASF, many of our Board of Directors are also scholarship donors.

KASF Mission & Overview
www.kasf.org 
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We are tremendously grateful to all our Donors who have made the Scholarships,

Recipient travel, and the MWRC Award Program possible by their generosity & leadership.

KASF-MWRC Rise Together 2019 DONORS

The MWRC 100 – Donations of $1K+

The Hiro Joho High School Memorial Scholarship

Dr. Yoon-Tae Kim

Fred Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Gi-Sug & Young-Hwa Lee

The Hiro Joho High School Memorial Scholarship

Donated by the family of Hiro Joho to commemorate the 10th year passing of 

their beloved son & brother in 2018. This scholarship will fund the selection of 

two high school seniors for the next decade. MWRC is honored to celebrate 

the memory of Hiro with his family.

2019 MWRC

DONORS

Hoyoon Kim

Patricia Kim-Celmer

John Koo

Carey Pilo

Jane Lee-Kwon

Lorraine Murphy

David Shin

Danny Lee

Yisoo Kim

Susie Oh

Eugene Chang

Hoseuk Kim

Philip Kim

Marcie Greatrex-Bradley

Young Shin

Angela Kwan

Todd Cohen

Doreen Clayton

Abraham Lee

Jeetae Suh

Rodney Walker

Soo Yon Suh
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MWRC Chair Scholarships – Donations of $25K

2019 MWRC

DONORS

Year Chair Scholarship Name Donor Name Donor's
   Korean Name

2018 Mr. & Mrs. Keith Soon Kim Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kim 김기순

2013 Chull Victor Kim Memorial Chair Scholarship Dr. Young Ho Kim 김영호

2007 Juiet Rim Chair Scholarship Mr. & Mrs. Edward Rim 림관헌

2005 Byong Uk Chung Chair Scholarship Dr. & Mrs. Byong Uk Chung 정병욱

2004 Myung Sik Jwon Chair Scholarship Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Tae Kim, MD 김윤태

2003 Nam Hee Kim Memorial Chair Scholarship Mr. & Mrs. Jin Hwan Kim 김진환

2003 Jong Ku Kim Chair Scholarship Mr. & Mrs. Jong Ku Kim 김종구

2003 Chang Soo Choi Chair Scholarship Dr. Chang Soo Choi 최창수

2003 Dr. Wook & Soon Ja Kim Chair Scholarship Dr. & Mrs. Wook Kim 김욱

2002 Ji Yong Lee Chair Scholarship Mr. & Mrs. Ji Yong Lee 이지용

2002 Kew Sun Chai Chair Scholarship Mr. & Mrs. Kew Sun Chai 채규선

1995 Myung Soon Lee Memorial Chair Scholarship Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Keun Moo Lee 이근무

1995 Choon Hee Chang Memorial Chair Scholarship Mr. & Mrs. Kee Nam Chang 장기남

1995 Kew Sun Chai Chair Scholarship Mr. & Mrs. Kew Sun Chai 채규선

1995 Kew Sun Chai Chair Scholarship Mr. & Mrs. Kew Sun Chai 채규선

1995 BP Amoco scholarship BP Amoco BP AMOCO

 for Kew Sun Chai Chair Scholarship

1995 Hyorae Lee Chair Scholarship Dr. & Mrs. Soo In Lee, MD 이수인

1993 Kwang Sun Choi Chair Scholarship Mr. Kwang Sun Choi 최광선

1993 Soon Kyum Rhee Memorial Chair Scholarship Stephanie Kim 스테파니김

1993 Hyun Jae Ihm Scholarship Mr. & Mrs. Hyun Jae Ihm 임현재
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High School
The Hiro Joho High School Memorial Scholarship

ESTHER CHA
Hometown: Vernon Hills, IL
Student Status: High School Senior at Vernon Hills High School [Vernon Hills, IL]
Future Ambition/Profession: My future ambition is to be a doctor. 

What the Scholarship means to me: Being a KASF-MWRC Scholarship Recipient is a huge honor for 
me. I am extremely grateful for this support that the Korean community, which I have been proud to be 
a part of my entire life, has provided me. I hope to be a good representative of Korean Americans in my 
future. 

YOUNG SEO LEE
Hometown: Ann Arbor, Michigan
Student Status: High School Senior at Huron High School [Ann Arbor, MI]
Future Ambition/Profession: I hope to study engineering in the future. 

What the Scholarship means to me: It is such an honor to be named a KASF-MWRC Scholarship 
Recipient. As a high school senior, I believe that through this scholarship, I am one step closer to my 
dream of studying engineering in the future. I am extremely grateful to the Korean American Scholarship 
Foundation for this opportunity.

Korean War Veteran Descendants Scholarship

DAVID HARTMAN
Hometown: Chesterland, Ohio
Student Status: 1st Year Medical Student at Ohio University Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine 
[Athens, OH]  
Future Ambition/Profession: My future ambition is to become a pediatrician.

What the Scholarship means to me: It is a honor to be the recipient of the Korean War Veteran 
Descendant Scholarship. As a Korean-American, I have always held those who served in the Korean War 
in high regard. None more so than my grandfather, who served in the United States Marine Corps. I am 
thankful for his sacrifice and the sacrifices of countless others in service of the two countries. I am also 

grateful to the Korean American Scholarship Foundation for their continued support of Korean Americans. 

RECIPIENTS   
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College Freshman

ISSAC CHO
Hometown: Atlanta, GA
Student Status: College Freshman at Wheaton College [Wheaton, IL]
Future Ambition/Profession: Planning to major in Psychology. Hope to become a Neuroscientist. 

What the Scholarship means to me: Being a KASF-MWRC Scholarship Recipient means so much to 
me. Coming from a lower-middle class family, I was always worried about paying for college. Even though 
my school provided good financial aid and scholarships, I was still concerned about paying the remaining 
balance. However, with the KASF-MWRC, I am confident that I'll be able to pay for college and pursue my 
dreams for higher education.

TIMOTHY HONG 
Hometown: Houston, Texas
Student Status: College Freshman at Northwestern University [Evanston, IL]
Future Ambition/Profession: My future ambition is to become a biomedical engineer to help people 
in other countries who do not have access to the medical and physical attention they need and deserve.

What the Scholarship means to me: Being a KASF-MWRC Scholarship Recipient is a great achievement 
and opportunity for me in my life and future as a student. I want to be able to impact society and the world 
with my major in biomedical engineering leading the frontier in medical science. This scholarship opens up 
new doors for me to fulfill my dreams. I cannot wait to receive this award and represent Korean Americans 

in both fields of medicine and engineering. 

MORGAN GILLESPIE 
Hometown: Lindenhurst, IL
Student Status: College Freshman at The Ohio State University [Columbus, OH]
Future Ambition/Profession: I aspire to become a professional Actuary in the future!

What the Scholarship means to me: Receiving a Korean American Scholarship Foundation award 
means so much to me and it will truly help me accomplish my educational goals. I am so grateful 
to the Korean American community for their support and generosity. It is such an honor to receive 
this award.

ERICA JOO 
Hometown: Hainesville, IL
Student Status: College Freshman at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign [Champaign, IL]
Future Ambition/Profession: My future profession is to become a cardiothoracic surgeon.

What the Scholarship means to me: As a KASF-MWRC Scholarship Recipient, I am very honored to 
receive this award and it means the world to me. With this scholarship, I feel empowered to take on my 
college education with even more determination. This will really help me to pay for my tuition and I'm very 
grateful for this opportunity. Thank you. 

YEO MYEONG YOO
Hometown: Mokpo, South Jeolla Province, South Korea
Student Status: College Freshman at Calvin University [Grand Rapids, MI]
Future Ambition/Profession: I would like to be a high school math teacher and mentor for students, 
especially for those who have similar background as mine.

What the Scholarship means to me: I actually did not expect to receive this scholarship since I have 
applied to several different organizations for months but did not receive anything. Being discouraged 
due to the rejections, I hopelessly applied to KASF for the last time. I am currently overwhelmed with 
gratefulness and greatly encouraged for this scholarship offered. 
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College Sophomore

YE-BHIT HONG
Hometown: Fayetteville, NC
Student Status: College Sophomore at The School of the Art Institute of Chicago [Chicago, IL]
Future Ambition/Profession: Art Law & Curation 

What the Scholarship means to me: I am so grateful for receiving the KASF-MWRC scholarship. 
There are not many female Korean-American scholars in the world of Art History but your support allows 
me to stay in this field and continue my research. 

DOYUN GEORGE KIM
Hometown: Toledo, OH
Student Status: College Sophomore at University of Michigan [Ann Arbor, MI]
Future Ambition/Profession: My future ambition is to become an ophthalmologist

What the Scholarship means to me: I am thrilled and honored to be a KASF Scholarship Recipient 
and am grateful for this investment towards my education and future endeavors. As a recipient of this 
scholarship, I hope to give back to others in need the same way KASF has done for me. 

College Junior

HANNA JEONG
Hometown: Seoul, South Korea
Student Status: College Junior at Calvin University [Grand Rapids, MI]
Future Ambition/Profession: My future ambition is to become an educator. I am currently planning 
to venture into teaching science in multi-cultural education settings and if possible pursuing further 
graduate studies in this field. Since I have lived as an international student for many years, I am interested 
to find out effective strategies to teach a culturally diverse group of students - to teach not only the 
science subjects, but also how to communicate and learn with each other. 

What the Scholarship means to me: Receiving this scholarship is indeed a blessing to me - it enables 
me to pursue my education with more peace and courage. As a Korean living abroad, I believe this scholarship is another 
reminder for me to cherish and be proud of my culture and identity. I am very thankful for the donors' generous gifts, and as 
a teacher-to-be, I dream of passing on the love and support to future students.

KAYLEY TE
Hometown: Buffalo Grove, IL
Student Status: College Junior at Northwestern University [Evanston, IL]
Future Ambition/Profession: Orthodontist

What the Scholarship means to me: Being a KASF-MWRC Scholarship Recipient means a confirmation 
of my past success and trust in my potential. This scholarship will alleviate a significant financial burden 
on my family, while simultaneously allowing me to fully immerse myself into my studies and extracurricular 
activities. I don't think I will ever be able to express the depth of my appreciation. Thank you!
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College Senior

SCOTT LEE
Hometown: Swansea, IL
Student Status: College Senior at Saint Louis University [St. Louis, MO]
Future Ambition/Profession: In the future, I want to be a physician-scientist in academia. I'm particularly 
interested in spearheading a lab that will uncover molecular mechanisms implicated in autism spectrum 
disorder and translate these findings into effective treatments for patients.

What the Scholarship means to me: It is truly an honor to receive this scholarship so that I can 
continue my education and pursue my dream of becoming a physician-scientist. Since starting college, 
I've had unprecedented opportunities to explore and celebrate my identity as a Korean-American, and 

moving forward, I want to devote myself to the community so that other low-income, first-generation students have equal 
access to higher education as well. Fighting!

GRAD Masters

ISAIAH JEONG
Hometown: Seattle, WA
Student Status: Graduate Student of Masters of Divinity at Trinity International University [Deerfield, IL]
Future Ambition/Profession: I wish to become a professor. 

What the Scholarship means to me: It is an honor to receive this award, as it is another profound 
way to connect with my ethnic identity. As a child of immigrant parents, I feel a sense of belonging and 
empowerment from a community who shares the same sentiment and heritage. I hope I will able to 
contribute and generously give back to future Korean-Americans. 

NATHAN JOHNSON
Hometown: Brigham City, Utah
Student Status: College 1st Year MBA Candidate at Indiana University’s Kelley School of Business 
[Bloomington, IN]
Future Ambition/Profession: My post-graduate career plan is to continue working in corporate financial 
planning and analysis.

What the Scholarship means to me: It means so much to me to have the KASF-MWRC support my 
educational goals. It motivates me to succeed in school and support the Korean American community 
upon beginning my professional career, so that the same opportunity can be given to others down the line.

CHOLONG KIM
Hometown: Incheon, South Korea
Student Status: 2nd Year Masters Student at University of Minnesota [Twin Cities, MN]
Future Ambition/Profession: Orthodontist

What the Scholarship means to me: After finishing my degree, I want to work for a non-profit 
organization in the United States as a socially responsible designer. I want to help them with visualizing 
their value and work so that their content is more approachable to many people. Also, I would like to teach 
how to use design tools, especially for teenagers who can’t afford to go to college. 
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GRAD Doctorate

CLARA S. HONG
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA
Student Status: 2nd Year OD Candidate at Illinois College of Optometry [Chicago, IL]
Future Ambition/Profession: Optometrist

What the Scholarship means to me: I feel truly blessed to have been selected as a recipient of the 
2019 KASF-MWRC Scholarship. I am beyond thrilled. There's nothing more than an opportunity like this 
that makes a student, like myself, feel strongly supported and connected to some of the most generous 
people I'll ever encounter. Thank you for encouraging me to learn and propel forward. 

KIM YEBOHN LACEY
Hometown: Seoul, South Korea
Student Status: 1st Year PhD Student at Washington University [St. Louis, MO]
Future Ambition/Profession: To successfully conduct fieldwork and interviews upon completion of my 
coursework. My ultimate professional goal is to use my knowledge and skills to continue doing research 
that I am passionate about in academia.  

What the Scholarship means to me: I am very honored to be named a KASF Doctorate Scholar for this 
academic year. Being a first-generation immigrant and living in the U.S. as a Korean-American, self identity 
and assimilation have always been an intriguing topic for me. I hope to research the Korean diaspora in the 

Russian Far East and in Japan in depth from a historical perspective, and this scholarship will help me to get a good start on 
the journey.

GRACE LEE
Hometown: Monterey Bay, CA
Student Status: 4th year Doctoral Student in Clinical Psychology at Ohio University [Athens, OH]
Future Ambition/Profession: My future ambition/profession is to become a clinical neuropsychologist.  

What the Scholarship means to me: I am honored to be selected as a 2019 KASF-MWRC Scholarship 
Recipient. This scholarship provides me with an opportunity to pursue my career as a clinical neuropsy-
chologist without feeling the pressure of meeting the financial demands often present in academia. Thank 
you to all the sponsors of this foundation who continue to support Korean-American students, like myself, 
so that we can strive for excellence in pursuing higher education.

HAN NA LEE
Hometown: Seoul, South Korea
Student Status: 1st year Doctoral Student at Loyola University Chicago (Chicago, IL)
Future Ambition/Profession: My long-term goals, namely ones traversing a 10-year period are difficult 
to ascertain at this time, as I recognize my lack of experience in the field. Broadly speaking, I have goals 
of one day attaining an appointment as a tenure-tracked faculty member in a university, although at 
present, I could not say at what level I would like to teach (graduate, undergraduate, or both), nor at what 
type of university (heavily research-oriented or one where faculty primarily teach). I do know however that 
I have and desire to maintain my psychotherapeutic proficiency through part-time practice. I began to 

envisage how I might build on the existing body of scientific knowledge to further integrate research and clinical practice to 
benefit people.   

What the Scholarship means to me: It's an honor for me to receive the KASF-MWRC Scholarship. Receiving this scholarship 
will make great contribution to my studies at Loyola University Chicago. It will allow me to find breathing space and focus 
more on my studies and research instead of heavy work hours. Furthermore, receiving this scholarship will allow me to pursue 
opportunities in attending conferences and learning more about current research in the field of psychology. 
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Make moments count. 
Make priorities. 
Make the time. 
Make your gifts known. 
Make a nobody feel like a somebody. 
Make your voice heard. 
Make the small things big. 
Make someone smile. 
Make the change. 
Make love. 
Make up. 
Make peace. 
Make sure to tell your people they are loved. 
Make sure to have no regrets. 
Make sure you are ready.

OEJIN (ESTHER) SHIN
Hometown: Gwangju, South Korea
Student Status: 4th Year Doctoral Student at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign’s School of 
Social Work [Champaign, IL]
Future Ambition/Profession: After graduation, I plan to devote my time conducting research to create 
social policies and programs for improving the well-being of the older adult population, while teaching the 
next generation of social work students who will implement these policies and programs. I am confident 
that my expertise in aging will contribute to reducing the social inequality surrounding this population 
and their families with a global perspective. In addition, I believe my research and practice in aging will 

ultimately contribute to promoting the successful aging of older adults.

What the Scholarship means to me: The scholarship gives me a great responsibility to study in the United States as a Korean 
student. I will keep the focus on the research related to the issue of racial disparity and health inequality in successful aging. In 
addition, this scholarship motivates me to study hard to be a person who can support the next generation of Korean students 
in the future. 

LILY JI-YUN SUH
Hometown: Granger, IN
Student Status: 1st Year Medical Student at Indiana University School of Medicine [Indianapolis, IN]
Future Ambition/Profession: At this point, I hope to possibly become a general surgeon, though many 
medical students change their preferred specialty multiple times before going into residency.

What the Scholarship means to me: To me, receiving the KASF-MWRC Scholarship makes me feel 
supported and accepted by the Korean community. The path to medical school is often one that, while 
truly rewarding, can also be restrictive for students who come from lower income backgrounds. This is 
compounded by the fact that there are very few scholarships for graduate level schooling in general. The 

generous hearts that recognize this need in students throughout the country and take action to bridge the gap by bestowing 
scholarships is something I find admirable and inspiring. I hope to one day be able to pay it forward to Korean students in need 
in the future.
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Jane Lee-Kwon
2019 MWRC President; MWRC BM since 2016

Officially an Operations Director but more importantly 
wife, mother of fur babies, loving friend, and seeker of 
good eats, authenticity & happiness

I consider it an honour and privilege to serve on the MWRC 
Board, and be a part of the national KASF family. 20 years ago 
when I applied for a scholarship and was told I did not qualify 
because I wasn’t an American citizen, I told myself I would do 
things differently if given the opportunity. Well that day is here. I 
know what it’s like to be an international student fighting for your 
American Dream. The Universe has blessed me abundantly 
and now I am paying that forward to help current students 
of Korean ancestry/heritage achieve their Korean American 
Dream.   

David M. Shin
2019 MWRC Vice President; MWRC BM since 2016; MWRC 
Scholarship Recipient 2006

Cook County State's Attorney's Office, Felony Trial 
Division

As a former Recipient of the Korean American Scholarship 
Foundation, I feel a profound sense of gratitude and 
responsibility to give back to those that helped me so much 
along the way. It's an honor and privilege to serve on this Board. 

Patricia Kim Celmer
2019 MWRC Secretary; MWRC BM since 2016

Business Intelligence Analyst, The University of Chicago
It is an honor and growth opportunity for me to serve on the 
MWRC Board and help KASF continue their mission of assisting 
Korean American students in their pursuit of academic and 
personal achievement. For me, serving on the Board is a way to 
connect with the Korean American community and contribute 
to shaping our future leadership.

John J. Kwon
2019 MWRC Treasurer; MWRC BM since 2016

Assistant Public Defender, Cook County Public 
Defender's Office

KASF is an amazing organization with talented and dedicated 
professionals who know the true meaning of community 
service. I serve on the KASF-MWRC Board because the 
mission of KASF is too important to sit on the sidelines.

Phil Kim
MWRC Board Member since 2016

Police Officer, Wheeling Police Department
KASF is hope and opportunity to many. I come from humble 
beginnings and I can appreciate what those words mean. I 
hope I am able to see and serve those who are deserving and 
in need.

Daniel Yeasung Lee
MWRC Board Member since 2019; MWRC Scholarship 
Recipient 2016 & 2017

Public & Government Affairs, ExxonMobil
KASF is an opportunity to express a side of my identity that I 
don’t always get to show. Being a Board Member just takes it to 
another level where I can pay that gift forward. 

Hoyoon Kim
MWRC Board Member since 2019

Marketing Intern, 2XL Corporation
KASF means to me a future for all Korean Americans. Giving 
Korean American youth the tools they need to create a brighter 
future for all Americans.

2019 MWRC BOARD
The KASF Midwest Regional Chapter (MWRC) Board is all voluntary and manages operations, fundraising, scholarship 
evaluations, public relations, and the MWRC Community Network. MWRC 2.0, established in 2016, would not be possible without 
the following dedicated heroes (who answer the question what KASF means to them and why they serve as a Board Member):



Korean American Scholarship Foundation

Donors  Legacy
Members  Leadership
Applicants  Korean American 
 Dream Possible

KASF is a national organization founded in 1969
by visionary Korean American leaders 
to inspire & invest in the next generation.

Midwest Regional Chapter KASF-MWRC

Thank you EBENBROOK for your awesome Program Book design!!



It’s OK if you fall down
and lose your spark. 
Just make sure that

when you get back up, 
you rise as the whole damn fire.

Korean American Scholarship Foundation (KASF)
www.kasf.org

Midwest Regional Chapter (MWRC)
Chicago, IL

kasfmidwest@gmail.com


